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Life in Dunblane and the rest of Scotland has taken a sudden and
potentially sinister turn; we face a major challenge in coming
weeks. The Development Trust is aware that many Dunblane
residents will, through age or medical condition, be concerned
about how to best follow advice on self-isolation. There will be
justifiable anxiety about reconciling that advice with the welfare of
family & friends, maintenance of jobs & business and ensuring
access to the essentials of food, human contact and health care.

STOP PRESS EDITORIAL NOTE: This edition was
prepared for paper circulation before the COVID-19
epidemic took hold. We have a rapidly changing
situation that is difficult to keep up with in this format.
However we thought the contents, with a few
additional updating notes, would still be of interest to
many Dunblaners

Braeport
Campaign
Delayed

There is no room for complacency in following what we are all
asked to do. The aim is to promote longer term personal
protection by slowing down the rate of infections so that the NHS
and other essential services can support us if/when we get ill.
Our community is however in the lucky position of having a variety
of outdoor places and spaces where we can enjoy getting some
short walking/biking exercise and still maintain social distancing.
There are various parks in the town centre and paths on Holmehill,
the Laighills and in the town's hinterland; including the Old Glen
Road (see p4) Many of these public facilities have been developed
and maintained by our volunteer groups.

Dunblane Community Support has been established and
offering help to those in self isolation. If you have a request
or would like to help please phone Heather on
07917808458 or message her on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/Dunblane-community-support108655050760758/?hc_location=ufi
The Dunblane Health Centre offers telephone rather than
face to face appointments to reduce unnecessary surgery
visits:https://www.facebook.com/dunblanemedicalpractice/
Discover Dunblane will keep updating information on
delivery and other services provided by our local food stores:
https://discoverdunblane.co.uk/deliveringfordunblane

st

As of 21 March, the Braeport Community Centre closed
down until further notice in response to national advice
on social-distancing
However, we will continue to plan a campaign to finance the
modernisation programme for the centre. This old school building
with its 3 large rooms for activities, parties and other events,
belongs to the local community and is run by the Dunblane
Development Trust. Trust chair, Barbara Allan, says: “We have
already put in new doors, windows, flooring and heating. The next
stage is to install a new kitchen, toilets and large reception area,
open to all”
For more updates visit our Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/BraeportCentre/
To see our plans for the centre visit:
http://dunblanedevelopmenttrust.com/news/

Updates

Dunblane Burgh Chambers
The next step: ‘jumping’ before we are ‘pushed’?

Three of a kind

Three Development Trust stalwarts are having a break from
their volunteer leadership roles after service to your charity
and were applauded and thanked for their significant
contributions at the October AGM:
Lorna Inglis was our dedicated Membership Secretary for 10
years and will continue to be a volunteer with our Environment
Group
George Matthews led our high profile Dunblane in Bloom
Group for some years and will continue to help with the vital
work in that area.
Dougal Thornton stood down as Trustee after 10 years but
continues as a volunteer with our ‘Midweek’ DIY volunteer
group and as director on the board of our trading company
DDT (Project) Ltd

A scene in the 1959 film ‘The 39 Steps’ shows hero, Richard Hannay, leaping
from a window to escape foreign agents. The building was Dunblane Burgh
Chambers; but it has other features of heritage importance.
It is a C-listed 1900 building and part of our historic ‘Cathedral Square’. Until
1975 it acted at the busy administrative centre for the Burgh of Dunblane.
Since then it has been relatively underused; accommodating the Council
Registration service & local office, occasional civil marriage ceremonies and
Community Council functions.
In 2014 Stirling Council considered relocating these services to the library to
cut costs. A public survey indicated that residents did not favour this
relocation which has so far not been followed up; but in the future, it may
well be. At that time, Dunblane folk provided ideas on alternative community
uses in preference to private sale for conversion to residential property.

Welcome on board

Our Community Council, Development Trust (DDT) and Business Association
(Discover Dunblane) are keen to see the building used for community benefit
of some kind. With this in mind, DDT has established a sub-committee to
further investigate future options.
Two local residents have joined the Trust Board following our
October AGM: Helen Cowan is from an IT Project Management
background and Paul Nelson is a retired company director. The
board now has 11 Trustees and there is still room for more!

Record Breaking Rubber Chicken Theatre!
Congratulations to them. In February, they set a world record
for the fastest stage production: 11 hours & 59 minutes from
opening the script of ‘The Wedding Singer’ to final
performance. Nearly 200 people, aged 8 - 70+, shaved over 2
hours off the previous record. A packed auditorium at the
Macrobert Arts Centre cheered the record breakers to the
rafters as they entered the Guinness Book of Records.

Discussions have started with Stirling Council and the committee is actively
exploring the possibility of leasing empty space for studios to nurture local
creative activity and preserve the office/registration services as well. To that
end, they are engaging with local artists and a variety of other art studio
operations in nearby communities.

If you have any ideas contact: burghchambers.ddt@gmail.com

How does your garden grow?

https://www.facebook.com/rubberchickentheatre/

Quick Quiz
1.

Lewis is to Morse as Troy was to whom?

2.

What is a voztizza

3.

In the first “Bond” film who played ‘Dr No’?

4.

How many MSP’s sit in the Scottish Parliament?

5.

What is at the end of the yellow brick road”?

6.

Which frosty cop was also a Trotter?

7.

What was the first programme shown on Channel 4?

8.

Who succeeded Richard Nixon as U.S. president?

[Answers on Page 4]

Our DIY volunteers are creating a Dementia & Child friendly garden at the
Braeport Centre. It will include a pergola, easy access raised beds & a potting
shed as well as seating and items for young children. We have raised most of
the £12k required but still need £1000 to complete plant purchase; an online
appeal for community donations has been set up.
Unfortunately the COVID-19 lockdown means that further work has been
abandoned on this project with opening now unlikely until spring 2021
More information at: http://dunblanedevelopmenttrust.com/news/

Windfarm Winners 2019/20
Cash boost for community groups
In September, the Community Windfarm Fund awarded over £16,343 to 15
local groups for 2019-20 (details below). This Fund is administered by
Dunblane Development Trust and the awards were presented at an event in
the Braeport Community Centre.
Thanks are due to the volunteer co-ordinator Christine Campbell, and the
awards committee of Dunblaners

Dunblane
Today
Sustaining our immediate future
Dunblane has seen its share of successes and tragedy
over the years. Today we face a major new challenge
as our community goes into lockdown. The provision
of local services will be severely restricted and we
think particularly of those more vulnerable folk who
live alone, have existing health issues or are already
affected by the Coronavirus.
As your local community charity, the DDT will
contribute in any way it can and there are contact
details provided on page 4. But as seems from social
media posts, that local people are already
demonstrating that we can all play a part in our own
residential areas by being sensitive to the needs of
our neighbours.
Spreading the message

Group
th
th
4 /85 Scout Group
Ashfield Village
Dunblane in Bloom
Memory Cafe
Bowling Club
Handbell Ringers
The Fling Committee
DPS Parent Council
Soccer Club
Friends of Holmehill
Leighton Library
Rubber Chicken Theatre
St Mary’s PS Parent Council
St Blanes Drama Group
Victoria Halls

£
1000
650
1500
1708
750
600
2000
1500
300
1500
1000
1000
750
588
1500

Purpose
10 Tents
Road Repairs
Plants
Braeport Garden
Re-levelling green
New Bells
Marquee, stage & light hire
New Play Equipment
Bus Hire
Bulbs & Seeds
Book repair & rebinding
Equipment
Playground Improvements
Stage Lighting
Towards Roof Repairs

For more information about the scheme see:
http://dunblanedevelopmenttrust.com/news/
Details for 2020-21 funding application hopefully available in July

Top of the Forms
Dunblane High school was named Scottish State
Secondary School of the Year by the Sunday Times.
In 2018, 92%of students left with five or more National 5’s whilst 76% boasted
five or more Highers; 27% gained two or more Advanced Highers
Congratulations are also due to Ewan Dillon who was elected to the Scottish
Youth Parliament by a poll of pupils from schools throughout the Stirling area.
Headmaster, Stuart Mackay, says: “Our Young people leave with the values,
skills and confidence to make a positive difference to their community and
society as a whole”.

Well done to all at Dunblane High!
The school is now closed but we hope that educational authorities
will come up with solutions to problems caused by disruption to this
year’s examination programme

Please share this Newsletter via email with your
local contacts. We are entering a period when digital
communication will play a vital part in community
life. A real challenge now exists for Dunblane folk to
work together for the long term benefit of all. There
are links throughout this edition that will be of value
to many of our readers.
Editor: David Warburton, 15 Glassingall Road Dunblane FK15 0FA

Personal reflections
on volunteering
Bill Maclean
Getting involved with Dunblane Development Trust in 2003
was not just altruistic as my plans for retirement were to be
outdoors as much as possible. The ‘Mid-week’ DIY group’s
work is mainly the repair and painting of the public seating
and railings in the town, the kind of work that would go
undone unless taken on by volunteer labour.
In this work we have been well supported by Stirling Council
which provides grants and materials to carry out the work.
Projects well known to residents have included protective
treatment of the Faery Bridge, painting the train engine in
the Mill Row play area and, of course, our annual
installation of the town centre Christmas lights.
Seeing a job well done gives me great satisfaction and a
deep sense of achievement. Being a volunteer is not all
hard work; it is a social event as much as anything with a
break for coffee and biscuits as we put the world to rights.
Since joining the group I have made lasting friendships and I
have become healthier and fitter; without having to go to
the gym!
Dunblane may need a few more local volunteers in coming
weeks to support residents in self-isolation around the
town and when more of us get ill. But the coffee and
biscuits will have to wait until we get back home!

Welcome to a
Newcomer

‘Connectors’ Scheme Launched

DDT manages the Riverview
building in the High Street to
provide income to support
future community projects.
The ground floor is now home
to a new restaurant. Brian and
Mariana Angus aim to provide
good food and service at the
Allanview Restaurant; with
excellent reviews suggesting
that they were succeeding
before COVID-19 arrived.
https://www.facebook.com/all
anviewrestaurant/
We are sorry to hear that they
had to close so soon after
opening but hope to see them
return in the not too distant
future

Dunblane Development Trust in partnership with Dementia Friendly
Dunblane has received funding from the Health & Social Care Alliance to
establish a community connector / befriending scheme.
Community connectors support those who are socially isolated but want to
be part of the wider community. Volunteers will bring people together on a
one-to-one basis or in social activities. The scheme aims to provide company
at home and help people to meet appointments or get involved in local
activities.
Breda Seaman, project co-ordinator, says:

The Old Glen Road

“Inability to drive, bereavement or lack of mobility can have a big impact on
those who feel isolated. Support is vital for those who are adjusting to new
circumstances but this support is not always there due to distant families,
work commitments etc”

This popular active walking &
cycling path has been recently
improved thanks to efforts of local
volunteers, a variety of external
funders, generous donations from
local residents and a helpful local
contractor.

If you can provide a little time in your neighbourhood to help develop the
scheme, please contact Breda on 07733262599 or email to
dfdcoord@gmail.com

Another important service that will require review now as this
vulnerable group and their carers become even more isolated than
before; more later on that.

PLEASE complete the user
survey available through
the link below before end of
April:
http://dunblanedevelopmenttrust.com/news/
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/GlenRoadSurvey

Quick Quiz Answers
1: Barnaby 2: A currant 3: Joseph Wiseman 4: 129 5:
Emerald City 6: David Jason 7: Countdown 8: Gerald Ford

Helping make a difference : what our volunteers do
Dunblane in Bloom Group – creating your town’s floral displays
Environment Group – developing the Memorial park
Paths Team – improving local footpaths
Midweek DIY Group – maintaining local landmarks, seating & Xmas lights
Memory Café – support for local people with dementia and their carers
Braeport Centre – continuous development of this community facility

Unfortunately all these activities are now in abeyance with an inevitable effect on our services and this year’s state of
public spaces and places; but they will return. We are currently looking to see how our volunteers might be effectively
redeployed to provide community support during the lockdown period.

Contact us
Phone: 01786 822422

Email: info@dunblanedevelopmenttrust.com

